
Welcome to Reception
Information for Parents



Welcome

We are very much looking forward to seeing you all in September. 

Mrs Philips and I are busy planning exciting activities for the Autumn term, based on 
Nursery transition calls and calls with new starter families. 

We hope that this presentation gives you some reassurance about September. Things 
may be slightly different to normal, but we can reassure you that we are putting your 
child’s needs and health at the forefront of our planning and routines. 

Remember to active your Tapestry accounts, we have already put a welcome message on 
there and keep a look out for additional messages on Tapestry from us, before your child 
starts in September. 

We can’t wait to meet them all, we have a very exciting year ahead. 

Miss Thornewill            and              Mrs Philips

Reception Class Teacher                      Reception TA



The EYFS Areas of Learning

Personal, Social, 

Emotional Development 

Communication and 

Language 

Physical Development 

Relationships.

Manging emotions. 

Positive sense of self.

Growing confidence.  

Spoken Language.

Back and forth interaction 

for language and cognitive 

development. 

Gross and Fine Motor.

Healthy Bodies.

Oral Hygiene. 

Literacy Mathematics Understanding 

the World 

Expressive Arts 

and Design 

Reading. 

Writing.

Mastery Maths. 

Numbers. 

Shape Space and 

Measure

World.

Community.

Being 

Imaginative. 

Creativity.



Assessments 
 Assessments plays an important part in helping parents, carers and 

practitioners to recognise children’s progress. 

 The majority of teacher assessment is made when interacting with children in 

provision, observing them or whilst leading teaching directly. 

 We will from time to time, post observations linked to learning on Tapestry. 

This is most likely when your child is the ‘focus child’.  

 Please use Tapestry to share learning and experiences at home. These posts 

help us to develop a full picture of the child and they help us to adjust 

provision to match interests. 

 We use Tapestry to track your child’s progress and development. 

 We record and assess the progress in individual Maths and English books. 



Baseline Procedures

 The Baseline is a short assessment taken in the first six weeks in which your 
child starts Reception. 

 This is a national assessment submitted to the Department for Education and 
there is no grading criteria or outcome information for us to share. 

 This is a play based assessment and therefore is not intended to feel unusual 
for the children. 

 The purpose of the reception baseline assessment is to provide an on-entry 
assessment of pupil attainment to be used as a starting point.

 Baseline assessments, for the school, will still be carried out and we will use 
this information, alongside Nursery information, to carefully plan next steps 
and activities. 



Our Approach 

 Neutral, calm learning environment 

 Natural resources

 Open-ended learning 

 Fostering interests 

 Supporting the individual 



The School Day 

Miss Thornewill– Teacher 

Mrs Philips - TA

Sunflowers – Autumn Term 1 

8:40am Early Morning Task 

8:50am Register

8:55am Phonics 

9:20am Literacy/Maths

10:30am SNACK TIME

10:45am Literacy/Maths

12:10pm LUNCHTIME

1:00pm Topic Theme 

2:50pm Story Time 

3:05pm End of the School 

Day



Additional Information

 PE takes place each Friday. Children should attend school in their sport 

clothes. These should be appropriate to the weather, in keeping with the 

school uniform colours and not branded. 

 Reading – In Autumn 1, weekly word cards will be sent home for your child to 

practise. They will be given a Reading Log and Home Reader book. Reading 

books will be changed weekly. 

 Your child will have 1:1 reading time throughout the school year. 

 We follow Maths Mastery – a deepening knowledge of numbers up to 20. 

 We have close links with a qualified Speech and Language Therapist who 

supports targeted children weekly. 

 Outdoor learning is just as important as indoor. Please provide a pair of 

wellington boots to keep in school and an all in one waterproof for Forest 

School. 



Sunflowers’ Bedtime Reading Bag 

Each weekend a child is chosen 

to take home the Bedtime 

Reading Bag. We love to see 

reading posts on Tapestry of your 

child reading outside of school. 

N.B. We will ensure books are changed and the 

bag is washed prior to handover, in line with 

COVID procedures. 



Phonics Scheme

 We follow the ‘Letters and Sounds’ Programme for the teaching of 
Phonics 

 Children will be taught four sounds a week. Starting with Phase 2 
sounds in the Autumn Term, Phase 3 in the Spring Term and Phase 4 in 
the Summer Term. 

 Reading Learning Alongside sessions take place during the year. You 
will be invited into school to learn alongside your child.  

 We use an online Reading Text Programme called ‘Bug Club’ by 
Pearson Active Learn. Your child will have online access to high 
quality books and games based on their reading ability. More 
information to follow. 



Handwriting

• We work hard during the year to ensure your child forms letters 

correctly, holding their pencil with the tripod grasp. 

• We focus on letter formation within our handwriting and phonic 

sessions. 



Parental 

Engagement

We strive to ensure that you are fully involved in your child’s Reception Year by 
doing a range of things: 

 Open Door Policy - you are warmly invited to speak to us at the beginning 
or end of the school day. We will always take the time to listen to your 
concerns, comments or queries. 

 Learning Alongside Workshops – there will be lots of opportunities for you 
to come into school to see how your child learns. 

 Parent Consultations – Provide regular opportunities for you to engage in 
dialogue with us about your child’s progress and development throughout 
the Reception year. 

 Special Events – Mother’s Day Lunches, Nativity Plays, end of year 
celebrations to name a few. You will be able to share precious memories 
throughout the year. 

 Tapestry – We use this online journal to share observations and messages 
with you regularly. We also welcome observations and posts from outside of 
school. We love seeing all the wonderful things your child has been doing. 
We would love to see some of these over the Summer holiday to build up 
relationships prior to starting school. 



And finally…

We are really looking forward to seeing you all in 
September. 

There is a transition session 1-2pm on Wednesday 1st

September and the normal school day (including 
Wraparound) commences on Thursday 2nd September

Wishing you all a wonderful Summer holiday. 

Miss Thornewill and Mrs Philips 



Any Questions? 

info@Streethay.shaw-education.org.uk

http://www.streethayprimary.org.uk/

01543 396 180 

We hope that this information has been useful. Please don’t 

hesitate to get in touch if you have any additional questions or 

comments. 

mailto:info@Streethay.shaw-education.org.uk
http://www.streethayprimary.org.uk/

